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The article summarizes an interview that IV Vice Provost Tom Gieryn gave as the leader
of a multidisciplinary investigative team that included Michael Haggans and Trevor
Calarco of Flad Architects, and Michael Chippendale of Chippendale Consulting. The
team investigated the scientific and sociological implications of the move of one high
powered research group from its laboratory space in Myers Hall to new laboratory space
in Simon Hall, designed by Flad Architects as a new generation science building to
promote multidisciplinary research at IV. Simon Hall opened in 2008.

For addition information about this Simon Hall project, please look under the
Communication tab of this website at the listing: 2007 Presenter at Forum "How research
productivity measures will change science building plans" at the October 2007 Tradeline
Conference.

Form fpllows functionality at IU's
Simon'Hall, with a brick or two

of sociological wisdom carefully

placed

'If the whole world were rational and dficient, it

wouldn't be much fun to be a sociologist.'-Tom Gieryn

by Tracy James

Simon Hall, th~ 141,000-square-foot, award-winning science build­

ing that opened its doors to researchers in 2007, certainly is an attrac­
tive addition to the Bloomington campus but are good looks enough?

Is, the limestone-clad building functional as well as striking?
'Tom Gieryn, vice provost for faculty and academic affairs and

Rudy· Professor of sociology, has asked and studied similar questions

many times as he pursued his longstanding research interest in science

-and the spaces in which it occurs. "

"You can't just look at the building and say, 'Ah, it's effective,''' said

Gieryn, chair of the IV Bloomington Department of Sociology before

assuming the new vice provost position in January. "You have to talk to

the people who use the building, photograph them in their space and

in some cases, you need to do this over time."

Tom Gieryn

With Simon Hall's walls rising within eyeshot of Gieryn's former

Ballantine Hall office, he readily saw the research opportunity at hand,

and discovered over a cup of coffee at Starbucks that he had an eager

co-investigator in Michael Haggans, director of the academic group

and a principal of Flad Architects, the Wisconsin firm that designed
Simon Hall.

"Generally speaking, post-occupancy evaluations, when they oc­

cur, are limited to issues such as lighting, heating. They involve little

detail," Haggans said. "1 was interested in the physical aspects of a

building that lead to higher levels of productivity, bener science and

functionality."




